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LGAA Board News 
 

BIG CHANGES 
For the first time we are 
expanding LGAA OJS 2009 to 
a State-wide competition and 
are going with 100% Digital 
entries- see the prospectus. 
 

Congratulations to us- the 
LGAA  is going into its 61st 
year, it’s holding its 25th 
annual LGAA Open Juried 
Show this April and it has a 
new crop of volunteer Leaders. 
The Change We Need  
The Board wishes to salute the 
following members who have 
stepped up into these LGAA 
Board positions:  
President: Karen Bemis 
1st V.  Pres.: Jacqueline Gittens 
Recording Secretary:  
Diane Dubois 
Membership: Sheila Winner 
Corresponding Secretary:  
Diana Quattlebaum 
Awards: Vernon Dittenbir  
Community Sites:  
Carol Bower, Wendell Fiock  
and Rich Penstein 
 

Finally, thank you to retiring 
Recording Secretary 
Sandra Jones after Four 
years on LGAA’s Board! 
 

Art Resource Table is back 
Come see/swap/buy for the 

January Meeting- Jan. 10th 

 

Volunteerism personified: 
“When you are asked if you can 
do a job, tell 'em, 'Certainly I 
can!' Then get busy and find 
out how to do it...” 
-Theodore Roosevelt  

The 25th Annual  LGAA OPEN JURIED SHOW 2009 
 T h i s  is   a  “ D i g i t a l  E n t r i e s  O n l y ”  Show 
 

See Prospectus attached 
   Fill it out,             ‘Shoot’ your work, 
   Download it in jpg form onto a standard cd, 
( for tech assistance – go to www.lgaa.org ) 

Complete all the other requirements AND GET IT IN! 
  

Postmark deadline for entry forms is January 16th  
 

Other Key Changes /News about LGAA OJS  2009: 
Up to six  entries permitted per artist;  Over $7,500 in cash awards 
A State-wide competition for the first time 
Selection Jurors David Ogle, Dale Laitinen and Kenny Mencher 
Nationally known Plein-Air Artist (and past LGAA member) 
Randall Sexton is our Awards Juror       www.rcsexton.com  
OJS Digital Photographers; Mert Carpenter  & Jacqueline Gittens 
 
 
 

LGAA  M J S  2008 Featured Artist    Jeff Owen      Vein  
              Metal Sculpture     First Place 
 

Juror’s Comments : “I liked the elemental-ness 
of this. The metal  feels fragile and strong at the 
same time and the base is integrated beautifully.” 
 

That’s wonderful. I wanted to be bold even though 
it is small –more strength than weakness. And with 
that heavy, thick steel that’s what I got.  
That base piece on the bottom – that is ‘found’ art. 
Somebody did all those little cuts to it and when I 
saw it, I said, “Wow, that’s a great looking base –
very unique, like you’d never see that again.” So I 
had this base and wanted a piece that would fit on 
it and finally I found one.  
 

Wait – you arrived at this piece by focusing on the 
base, not knowing what the main part would be..? 

 
 

-Yes, that happens all the time!                        Photo courtesy Jack Quattlebaum                                                                               
 

See Laura Vavrunek’s  interview excerpt on page 3.  -  Kevin Kasik, Editor 
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Member News 
 

LGAA’s 2008 Holiday Social featured 
much revelry, Artist Awards (see 

middle column), music and fun for all. 
Thanks to Sue Lucas for orchestrating 
such a fine event. - J. Quattlebaum photo 
 
Jeff Owen has been invited to the 
2009 VIP Gift Suite for the 66th 
Annual Golden Globe Awards in 
Beverly Hills. 
Owens will be there as Golden Globe 
nominees mix and mingle and receive 
artists’ gifts at the 9900 Club, a 
members-only club with past 
members such as Frank Sinatra and 
Dean Martin. Owen has promised the 
Palette a photo with a ‘Star’..! 
 
Grace Tang will be exhibiting  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Montage paintings in oils and 
acrylics"  through February at the 
Saratoga Library. 
 
Sayeko Nakamura’s "Festive Rhythm 

#2" has 
been 
accepted 
in the 25th 
Annual 
North 
Valley Art 
League 
National 
exhibit in 
Redding, 

Ca. through February 28th. 
Artist reception Jan. 30, 5:00-8:00 pm 

Jan. Demo Artist:   Kathleen Lack, 
 Pastel Artist -  Figure & Portrait 
 

Artists of the the Year 
Congratulations LGAA Artist of the 
Year Olga Kuczer, for accumulating 
the most votes for her artwork at LGAA 
monthly meetings in 2008. 
 

1st Place Gallery of the Year is also       
Olga Kuczer, for "A Peer Tonight" 
(below) in the Holiday Gallery. 

 

2nd Place Gallery of the Year  winner- 
Vernon Dittenbir  for "Little Grizzly"  

And finally, The People's Choice 
Award for the LGAA Member 
Juried Show 2008  goes to Sheila 
Winner, for her  pastel, "Tiny 
Dancers"  see photo, page three. 

�  Diana Quattlebaum 
 

Classes & Opportunities 
 

 Kay Duffy  watercolor classes – every 
2nd and 4th Monday morning at Hakone 
Gardens, Saratoga. Also special Friday 
March 13 Collage workshop at Hakone 
Info: K@kayduffywatercolors.com. 

 
Kathy McGuire  Watercolor Class 
2009 –thru Menlo Park Community 
Services. 
Wednesdays, 9:00-11:00 am 
2 sessions; February 4 - March 11, 
$93/class; #1899.301  April 15 - 
May 20, $93/class #1899.401 
Burgess Rec. Ctr. 
701 Laurel St., Menlo Park 
www.menlopark.org 
www.katherinemcguire.com 

Got Art has got Life – this 
co-op, including many of 
LGAA’s finest will continue 
at 24 N. Santa Cruz Ave., Los 
Gatos. Thanks go to the 
generosity of David Stonsifer 
and Larry Arzie. The art up-
dates often – so check it out! 

Call to Artists   

ProArts, Oakland 
all media 
Deadline January 23 
http:// www.proartsgallery.org 
 
Sebastopol Center for the Arts -   
Juried Printmaking Exhibition  
Deadline January 26th.  
www.sebarts.org 
 
Pelham Art Center, NY: 
Alexander Rutsch Award 
paintings 
deadline February 06 
http:// www.pelhamcenter.org 
 

Exhibitions 
 

‘Wet ‘n Wild’  – at the Pacific 
Grove Art Center features 
Tonya Carpenter, Kay Duffy, 
Jane Ferguson, Mary Ann 
Henderson, Terri Hill,  
Sue Lyttle, Deborah Matlack, 
Jen Norton and Donna Orme. 
February 20 – April 2. Special 
reception Feb. 20, 7:00-9:00pm. 
 

Santa Clara Valley 
Watercolor Society’s 2008 
Statewide Watercolor 
Competition and Exhibition.  
Through Feb 22.  
Kathy McGuire’s Natalie’s 
fine threads was one of 58 
watercolor paintings selected 
out of 800 submissions. 
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PLEIN AIR SCHEDULE    January /February 2009  
9am to 12 noon - sites usually  have restrooms 

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 5 TH, 12TH SANTA TERESA BLVD  
/LUGUNA ROAD SOUTH SAN JOSE   
Farm and ranch setting with cows, golden hills and green row  
crops with a variety of trees. Meet on the corner of Santa Teresa 
Blvd. and Laguna Rd.  Go West to Santa Teresa and South past  
Bailey Rd. to Laguna Rd.  If you come later, go either way on  
Laguna; it dead-ends in both directions and we will be easy to  
Find. The views are great. 
 

MONDAY, JAN. 19TH, 26TH SAN JOSE HISTORICAL  
PARK, KELLY PARK, SAN JOSE  
Fine old Historical buildings, landscapes and gardens to paint, 
which will take you back to the early years of San Jose;.  Take  
Capital Expressway to Senter Road.  Go left to Kelly Park and  
park between the Tea Garden and the History Park. 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2 ND  SAN JUAN BAUTISTA,  
SOUTH OF GILROY 
A new painting favorite, with the beautiful Mission (site of  
Hitchcock’s Vertigo), Historical downtown and old buildings 
and gardens. We have enjoyed a group lunch at a local restau- 
rant with some returning to paint in the afternoon. 
 

MONDAY FEB. 9TH AND 16TH  VASONA COUNTY PARK Los Gatos
Our local favorite with lots to paint.  Meet in parking lot past the  
first small bridge on the left. Fee, unless you have a senior pass. 
 

MONDAY, FEB. 23RD   PALM AVENUE COYOTE VALLEY  
Development looms for these idyllic pastures and ranches. Take 
Santa Teresa Blvd. past Bailey to Palm.  See you at the corner. 
  

�  Andy Ballantyne for Nick White 
Plein Air Corner  
 
 
 
   
 

Los Gatos Plein Air 2009 Detail Morning Light-Donald Neff 

Entries are now closed for this May 28-30 event. Many 
LGAA’ers have entered, and notification of acceptance to 
this show is scheduled for end of January. Good luck to all. 
 

 

Plein-air painters (from left) Will Maller, Betty McGuire,  
Carol Bower, David Stonesifer, Kevin Kasik, Sam Pearson,  
Kathy McGuire, Teresa Ruzzo and Andy Ballantyne  

Sat down (and dried out!) for lunch after a rain-splashed 
Monday paint-out at Alamitos Creek in Almaden last month.  
 

LGAA MJS 2008   
First Place 
Featured Artist   
 

Laura Vavrunek  
Setting Up    
Wet Media  
Juror’s Comments;    
“So well done.” 

 

I’ve seen some very articulate descriptions in previous art 
competitions and well, this is a good one, too (laughs). 
 

Here you have the leafy rows of vines offering a beautifully soft 
sense of perspective, creating a graceful middle- ground depth 
behind the group focal point, dramatically lit… 
 

Yes that’s true. And I think what struck me as well was the 
contrast, the old Italian term Chiaroscuro –the play of lights 
and darks I saw there, especially with the darkened 
background. It was those bright and subtle textures in this 
scene I was trying to record, It’s a common theme for me, 
getting those contrasting textures in many of my works. 
 

It was a week-long workshop you were at, so you got to 
know your fellow painters. Did you email them a copy of 
your winning watercolor with them in it, as a gift? 
Yes, they are all stars now (laughs). 
 Kevin Kasik – Editor        Photo Courtesy Jack Quattlebaum 
 

Read all six interviews of the LGAA MJS 08 First Place 
Awardees at  www.lgaa.org 
       
 

Full list of MJS 08First Place Awardees 
 

Nancy Hines   The Children   Printmaking-Mixed Media 
Jack Quattlebaum   Kutkh                     Photography 
Laura Vavrunek      Setting Up       Painting, Wet Media  
Deborah Matlack    Jelly Bean Dreams    Dry Media 
Jeff Owen                Vein                             Sculpture 
Kevin Kasik            Work                   Painting, oil/Acrylic 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   
       

People’s Choice Award –A ‘Sheila’ Winner! 

    Tiny Dancers 
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LOS GATOS ART ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 1193, Los Gatos, CA 95031, www.lgaa.org   (408-315-7573) 

 
President: 

1st VP – OJS Chair: 
2nd VP – MJS Chair: 

  Recording Secretary: 
Corresponding Secy: 

Treasurer: 

Officers 
Karen Bemis –44karen@comcast.net 
Jacqueline Gittens –jaxilyn@sbcglobal.net 
Jeff Owen  –Jeffmonoxide@yahoo.com 
Diane Dubois –dianedubois07@comcast.net 
Diana Quattlebaum –dianaq@mindspring.com 
Sue Lucas – retiredsquirrel@webtv.net 

Membership: 
Webmaster: 

 
Historian: 

Palette Editor: 
Parliamentarian: 

Sheila Winner – lavendersky@sheilawinner.com 
Roosevelt Bynum, Jr. – 
rooseveltbynum@comcast.net 
OPEN 
Kevin Kasik – kkasikart@aol.com 
Bernie Axelrad – ravelaxelrad@sbcglobal.net 

 
Awards: 

Hospitality: 
 

                          Programs: 
Plein Air: 

Community Sites: 

Standing Committees 
Vernon Dittenbir –vernon dittenbir@gmail.com 
April Maitlen –april@energetic.com  
Judi Snyder – judi_snyder@comcast.net 
Ranjani Mohana –ranjanimohana@gmail.com 
Nick White – nicknrebecca@earthlink.net 
Carol Bower, Wendell Fiock, Rich Penstein 

Meeting Dates 
Month Board General Palettes Deadlines                          
January  01/08 01/10 01/15 –Web Palette  -Feb) 
February 02/12 02/14 02/15 (March/April) 
March   03/12 03/14 03/15 –Web Palette-April) 
April 04/10 -No Meeting- 04/15 (May/June) 
Time 7:00 PM 1 – 3 PM Email info to: 
Location  Neighborhood Ctr. 208 E. Main St., Los Gatos kkasikart@aol.com  

 

   Touch My HeART 2009   
Hurry-Artist Entry Deadline is January 5 th  
     www.touchmyheart.org 
 

 

The GALA  is  VALENTINE’S  DAY 
   Sat. FEBRUARY 14, 6 pm - 9 pm 
The Art Museum of Los Gatos 
Corner of Tait Avenue and Main Street 

 

Featuring YOUR AMAZING ARTWORK 
along with fine wines and food. 

The Gala is an excellent opportunity for art 
lovers to get to know your work! 

Touch My HeART tickets:  $120 per person 
For Advance Tickets Call: 408-354-1547 
     or  www.touchmyheart.org 
 

SO ‘RING IN’ VALENTINE’S DAY  
Love and Romance, Art  and  the  
Art of Giving – all in one spectacular 
Touch  My  HeArt  2/14 Gala Night! 

 

  Touch My HeART is in its seventh year of   
  fundraising for the Museums of Los Gatos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End Note Inspiring Quotes – two this time 

 “I had a night of bad dreams. The (Rouen) Cathedral 
was collapsing on me; it seemed to be blue, or pink, or 
yellow…” – Claude Monet 
 

 “I want to paint the air in which the bridge, the house 
and the boat lie, the beauty in which ‘they are’, and… 
that’s nothing short of impossible.” – Claude Monet, 
perhaps telling here the reason for the nightmare in the 
quote directly above… 

 


