
  

 

 www.lgaa.org  NEWSLETTER  November / December  2008  
 

LGAA Board News 
Hi Everyone, I’m Karen Bemis 
and I am your new President-
elect.  As I write this I am 
anxiously waiting for our 
Member Juried Show Art 
Intake Day; it’s the most fun of 
the year.  I really can’t wait to 
meet you and see what you’ve 
been creating. 
 

We have two social functions 
coming up.  Everyone’s invited 
to both.  The first event is Sun. 
November  9th ,  our Member 
Juried Show Artist Reception.  
Please come and join me in 
congratulating the artists and 
the show chair, Jeff Owen.  
Make this a day to come to see 
what everyone is ‘up to’ 
artistically. Come and vote so 
your favorite piece wins The 
People’s Choice Award.   
 

The second event is Sat. 
December 13th, our Holiday 
Social (see Sue Lucas’ report, 
page 3).  It is an afternoon of 
music, food, talking and 
laughing.  Let’s just have some 
fun.  Please come, smile and 
maybe laugh a little.  Meet you 
/ see you soon, -- Karen. 
 

�  A vote will be taken at 
our December Social to 
approve the following 
Board changes: 

President : Karen Bemis 
2nd VP : Jeff Owen 
Corresponding Secretary: 
Diana Quattlebaum 
Recording Secretary: 
Diana Dubois 
 

FYI, it will be a white ballot, so 
come and vote for LGAA’s 
volunteer leadership. 

LGAA MEMBER JURIED SHOW 2008 

 COME  TO  THE  ARTISTS’  RECEPTION  THIS  SUNDAY  NOV. 9TH  1-4PM    
Thanks to all the volunteers who made this event happen. Without your enthusiastic 
support and dedication there is no way this show could ever work. You are  
the engine that drives the wheels, and I am thoroughly impressed with your great 
comraderie and enthusiasm. Thank you again!  
 

WOW Everyone! What a great event this is. I have heard of the Member Juried 
Show process but never witnessed it, nor been a real part of it till now. Our Juror 
(Susan Hillhouse) arrived right on time, spent 30 minutes getting introduced, then 
set right to work. For my first experience, it was fantastic. Susan began working 
diligently and studiously. Each piece was examined thoughtfully and carefully.  
To keep this short, it was great fun.      Jeff Owen -  Show Chair     
 

LGAA  M J S  2008     Featured Artist      Jack Quattlebaum    
   Kutkh        Photography    First Place 
 

Juror’s Comments : “This is very classical and beautiful, 
it feels like it could be an Asian landscape. I like the 
painterly qualities (and) it's pretty spectacular that the bird 
landed there at that moment…” 
 

That’s very flattering. Well it was pretty good luck, 
too. I was at this place to photograph the sunset and 
then the moonrise and had the camera set up when this 
big raven came and noisily landed up on that point. 
Too bad I wasn’t fast enough to catch it landing; it 
might have been more spectacular (laughs)… Well, it 
looked toward the sunset away from the camera so I 
had to make a noise to have it actually look over its 

shoulder at me. It did, and that was when I snapped the picture. So I had already 
composed the picture and the raven arrived just in time.  
 

Judging by the picture, it wasn’t safe to move around much at your vantage point, so I 
guess it was ‘meant to be’ that the raven alighted on your side of that rocky point –  
 

Yea – it was like “the picture is ready – cue the raven” (laughs…) 
                                                                                Photo Courtesy Jack Quattlebaum 
See Deborah Matlack’s interview excerpt on page 3.  -  Kevin Kasik, Editor 
 

LGAA MJS 2008 Full list of First Place Awardees 
 

      Nancy Hines             The Children         Printmaking-Mixed Media 
      Jack Quattlebaum   Kutkh                     Photography   (above) 
      Laura Vavrunek      Setting Up              Painting, Wet Media  
      Deborah Matlack    Jelly Bean Dreams    Dry Media   (see page 3) 
      Jeff Owen                Vein                         Sculpture 
      Kevin Kasik            Work                        Painting, oil/Acrylic         
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Member News 
 

Tomiko Bailey 
(pictured, in 
plein-air mold) 
is having a solo 
show at Tahill 
Galleries in San 
Mateo now 
through Nov. 30 

www.tomikobailey.com 
 

 
Holly Van Hart’ s The Kiss, part of 
her Rodin series, won 3rd place in 
oils at 
the 
2008 
Menlo 
Art 
League 
Annual 
Exhibit.  

www.hollyvanhart.com 
 

 
Jim Potterton's  Ice Pond has been 
selected for the 2008 Annual show 
at the Sanchez Art Center in 
Pacifica through November 22. The 
juror for this show, Maria Medua, 
Director of the Artists Gallery at the 
SF MOMA, will conduct a juror's 
talk, Sat. Nov. 22, 3:00-5:00 pm 
www.sanchezartcenter.org 
 
Laurie Barna’ s watercolor, 
LIBERTY# 28: Shattered Lives, 
Shattered Liberty has been juried 

into the Santa Cruz Art League’s 

 
 

"Visual Politics, Art & the American 
Experience."  Through Nov. 23. 
SCAL, 526 Broadway, Santa Cruz. 
 www.watercolorsmyway.com 
 

Artists of the Month October 
1st :  Genway Gao, Annie, an oil 
portrait  
2nd    Olga Kuczer, Bellagio Water 
Dance, in oil  
3rd   Diana  DuBois, Love Streams 
from the Father,  in oil 

�  Diana Quattlebaum 
 

Welcome to the following new 
LGAA Members: 
  Evangelina Miller 
  Lou Bermingham 
  Melanie Branon 
  Jeanie Watson 
  Jill Kroh 
  Sandra Smith-Dugan  
  Mark & Edie Woolbright /Uber 
  Kim Newell 
  Christopher Sicat 
  Lynn Jorgenson 
  Russell Cole 
  Richard & Kathleen Gaskill, MD 
  Mehgan V.Gifford    
  Mary L.Algedi-Cooper    and 
  Patricia Rich 

 

Classes & Opportunities 
  

Los 
Gatos 
Plein 
Air  
2009 
 

 
Call to Artists is Now for this show 
scheduled for May 28 - 30, 2009 and 
presented by The Los Gatos 
Morning Rotary Club  in 
conjunction with The Museums of 
Los Gatos. Download the Artist 
Entry Form at 
www.LGPleinAir.org  
Hurry! Entry Deadline is Dec. 15.  
 

This is Los Gatos’ first Plein Air 
event since Artfest 2004 –pictured 
its ‘04 Best in Show, Donald Neff ‘s   
Morning Light  (detail on page 3). 
 

   

Call to Artists 
The 52nd annual Saratoga Rotary 
Art Show happens Sunday, May 3, 
2009 at West Valley College. This 
is the largest one-day juried art 
show in the Western U.S.!  
Apply now online; application 
Deadline: January 20, 2009 
www.saratogarotary.org/artshow  
/artists   or call 408-725-2434  
 

Arts Council Silicon Valley to 
award Artist Fellowships  
Six unrestricted $4,000 fellowships 
to Santa Clara County-based 
individuals are offered: 
  2-D Visual arts: Photo Film Video 
  3-D Visual art: Sculpture all media    
  Literary Arts : Poetry 
 

  Music: Instrumental Performance 
 

  Dance: Choreography 
 

  Theatre: Stage Direction.  
Hurry application deadline is 
5:00pm  Nov. 14. For descriptions, 
application form, etc. Contact: 
www.artscouncil.org/grants/ 
grants/forindividual/artist.asp 
 

Art in the Council Chambers 
(AICC)  -Sign up at November 6 
General Meeting –New- NO FEE!  
Space is limited. Here’s the details: 
Art intake is Thurs. Nov. 13th 
12:30-1:00pm Reception Fri. Nov. 
21 6-8:00pm;  Art Pick up: Thurs. 
Jan. 8, 2009 12:00-12:30 pm 
 

Exhibitions 

Santa Clara Valley Watercolor 
Society’s show “On the edge,” 
its 41st Annual, runs through 
November 15th, 11am-5:00pm. 
Rose Shenson Gallery at Triton 
Museum of Art, Santa Clara���
www.scvws.org/exhibits  
/flyers/AnnualShow2008 
-shown, The Three Amigos  
by Nancy Collins 
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PLEIN AIR SCHEDULE    November / December  
9am to 12 noon - sites usually  have restrooms 

 

                 If lost, call Nick White  (408) 313 – 9274 
MONDAY, NOV. 3rd/10th   GUADALUPE OAK 
GROVE PARK, Almaden Valley  Old limestone quarry, 
large oak grove, meadows, hiking trails and hilltop views! 
Take Almaden Blvd. South to Coleman. Go right, then left 
on Porto Alegra, right on Thorntree and right on Sterling 
Oak Dr. to Park entrance. 
 

MONDAY NOV. 17th/24th BERNAL-CULNAC-JOICE 
RANCH- Santa Theresa Park, San Jose 
Historic houses and barns with a California hills backdrop. 
Take 85 East to Cottle, go right to Santa Teresa left to 
Camino Verde Dr. Take a right and follow through 
neighborhood to end. Park on street. 
 

MONDAY DEC. 1st/8th   MCLELLAN RANCH PARK, 
Cupertino  -Working ranch with old water tower, barns, out 
buildings. beautiful treelined creek setting and meadow. 
Tale 85 west to DeAnza Blvd.. go right to McClellan Rd. 
Take a left and go 2 miles til you see golf course on left. 
Take a right here into park. 
 

MONDAY DEC. 15th/22 LOS ALAMITOS CREEK 
Almaden Valley - Another location on this creek with open 
view of mountains and treelined creek and fall colors. Go 
south on Almaden Blvd. Just before it ends you will see 
parking on left right before bridge. 
 

MONDAY DEC.  29th   COYOTE VALLEY off Palm 
Ave,  just South of San Jose - Hay fields with tree studded 
hills in the distant, barns and ranches nearby. Take 85 to 
101 and 101 to Bailey Right on Bailey to Santa Teresa 
Blvd. go left  to Palm Ave. Go right and left on Palm Ct.  
     
 

NOTE:  Our Plein Air e-mail list has 25 current artists listed 
and needs to be updated. If you want to be included or removed 
please e-mail Nick at nicknrebecca@earthlink.net   
  

�  Nick White 
Plein Air Corner  
 
 
 
   
 

What’s ‘Plein Air?’                     Detail Morning Light 

 -Los Gatos Plein Air 2009  / 
Los Gatos Morning Rotary Club says the following :   

   Painting outdoors or 'en plein air' began in 19th century 
Europe, when Englishman John Constable and the French 
Barbizon painters sought to depict everyday subjects in 
their natural setting.  
   Using sketches made directly in the field, these Realists 
inspired the Impressionists, who sought to convey light 
with color (as well as capture a specific moment in time -
ed.). Today, painting from life ‘en Plein air” is a pursuit 
that continues to challenge the finest artists in the world. 
 

LGAA MJS 2008   First Place Featured Artist  
 

Deborah Matlack  Jelly Bean Dreams   Dry Media 
Juror’s Comments;    
“This is incredibly well 
done; this piece shows a 
lot of facility with 
pastel. I like that it's 
whimsical (and) the 
jelly beans are 
incredible.” 
 

 
I am totally happy. 

(laughs)Everyone likes it when someone likes their painting. 
 

The piece looks like it just ‘flowed for you’ in creating it… 
No, it was a real challenge. If you’re not one who uses really 
hard pastels and sharpens them, if you just use those soft, 
chunky, misshapened lumps to work with, to try to get what 
you want was a challenge every second. All the objects were 
so small. Surprisingly, everything about the subject worked 
against me in a way; the intricacies; the pattern in the cloth 
of the little quilt that covers the baby rabbits; making it look 
like it was rising over bodies and still be a checkerboard; the 
letters on the raisin box; the fact that Poppa Rabbit was 
supposed to be sitting on a brush; to make the bristles look 
like bristles, and it was all really tiny… (laughs) 
 

There was a lot of hand control involved; I’m not a person 
with a lot of hand control – I think most people are steadier 
than I am – that was another challenge… 
 

Kevin Kasik – Editor        Photo Courtesy Jack Quattlebaum 
 

Read all six interviews of the LGAA MJS 08 First Place 
Awardees later this month  at  www.lgaa.org 
 
      IT’S   WINTER  SOCIAL   PARTY  TIME 
 

Saturday, December 13th from 1:00 -3:00 p.m.   
The General Meeting will be our annual Winter Social 
(formerly known as The Christmas Party). 
 

All members are invited! During the two hours the LGAA 
Artists of the Year (1st and 2nd places) will be announced, as 
will the Gallery of the Year artist at the end of the afternoon. 
Also, the MJS08 Peoples’ Choice winner will be announced.  
 

There will be an art activity that all members may enter, 
with 1lb. boxes of See’s Candy awarded to the winners. 
 

Keeping with tradition Craig Northrup’s Quintet will 
serenade us with Holiday Season music. 
 

And what can you do to make this two hours a success? 
Each member attending is asked to bring a plate of food as 
well as smiles and a party spirit. Desserts? Yes, but how 
about bringing some non-sweet entrees? Both regular and 
decaf coffee will be available. 
 

If you have any questions about the Winter Social please 
call me at 408-378-8686. I’ll see you on December 13th 
ready to party..! 

�  Sue Lucas 
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LOS GATOS ART ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 1193, Los Gatos, CA 95031, www.lgaa.org   (408-315-7573) 

 

President: 

1st VP – OJS Chair: 

2nd VP – MJS Chair: 

  Recording Secretary: 

Corresponding Secy: 

Treasurer: 

Officers 

Karen Bemis-44karen@comcast.net   President pro-tem 

Open 

Jeff Owen  -Jeffmonoxide@yahoo.com 

Sandra Jones – sandyjones@mindspring.com  

Diana Quattlebaum – dianaq@mindspring.com 

Sue Lucas – retiredsquirrel@webtv.net 
 

Membership: 

Webmaster: 

Historian: 

Palette Editor: 

Parliamentarian: 

 

Sheila Winner  -lavendersky@sheilawinner.com  

Roosevelt Bynum, Jr. – rooseveltbynum@comcast.net 

OPEN 

Kevin Kasik – kkasikart@aol.com 

Bernie Axelrad – ravelaxelrad@sbcglobal.net 

 

Awards: 

 

Hospitality: 

 

Programs: 

Plein Air: 

Community Sites: 

 Standing Committees 

Vernon Dittenbir – vernondittenbir@gmail.com  

Judi Snyder –judi_snyder@comcast.net 

April Maitlen – april@energetic.com  

Ranjani Mohana –ranjanimohana@gmail.com 

Nick White – nicknrebecca@earthlink.net 

OPEN - LGAA  408-315-7573 

Carol Bower, Wendell Fiock & Rich Penstein –
cjeanbower@yahoo.com 

Meeting Dates 

Month Board General Palettes Deadlines                           

November   11/06 -No Meeting- 11/15 –Web Palette (November) 

December Holiday Social  !!!! Sat  Dec 13, 1 – 3pm 12/15 ( January / February 2009 ) 

January   1/8/2009 Sat. 1/10/2009 1/15 –Web Palette (February 09) 

February 2/12/2009 Sat. 2/14/2009 2/15 – ( March / April 09 ) 

Time 7:00 PM 1 – 3 PM Email info to: 

Location  Neighborhood Center 208 E. Main St., Los Gatos kkasikart@aol.com  

 

 

Thanks go to Jeff Owen for the Map graphic. 

TOUCH MY H EART 2009  
Circle this Fundraiser Gala set for Valentine’s  
Day, Feb.14th! Email www.touchmyheart.org  for 
gala info and Artist Application. For one $20 entry, 
Artists can submit from 3 to 6 pieces to this 
fundraiser for the Museums of Los Gatos, and get a 
ticket to a special, exclusive ‘Champagne Artist 
Reception!’ Hurry -  Artist Application deadline 
is Dec. 15 – email   www.touchmyheart.org  

 
 
 
                                                                                                     
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                   

 

 
                                                                                                                 End Note Inspiring Quote: “Creators are far more important than  
                                                                                                       we collectors are –but to exist, they need us. It’s a wonderful, 
                                                                                                       symbiotic relationship and in a very real way, the collector is 
                                                                                                       involved in the creative process, because we enable great art to  
                                                                                                       be created.” -Silicon Valley’s premier Collector, W. Donald Head     

 



 


